


TO: BROOKLINE NH SELECTBOARD

CC: Randy Haight
Clarence Farwell
Judy Cook

FROM: ANN SOMERS and LORING WEBSTER
DATE: May 28, 2013
SUBJECT: RECORDS OF BROOKLINE BOUNDARY MARKERS

Based on the encouragement of Judy Cook, a lot of help from Clarence Farwell,
essential hand-holding, records-locating and woods-tramping by and with Randy
Haight, and with occasional assistance from appreciated others, over the last few years
we have located and recorded as many as we could of the boundary markers for the
Town of Brookline that Randy tells us would be included in a periodic “perambulation”
of the town’s bounds. Unlike 100 years ago when there was substantially less forest
and underbrush, current conditions are not conducive to actual perambulation from
marker to marker, and Randy’s machete was critical to access in some cases.
Consequently we have simply located each of these markers, tidied where appropriate,
noted GPS coordinates, and taken photographs. The results are recorded in the
accompanying printout and CD.

It’s been fun, especially finding 100 years later markers dated 1912 (Ann’s mother’s
birth year), locating under moss and lichen the date etched in a corner boulder, and
discovering a stone wall along the Brookline-Townsend border constructed perfectly
straight for a mile or so over hills and through ponds. We've enjoyed talking to folks,
reading old records, finding notes which - following a practice which continues to the
present! - define locations according to where something we couldn’t possibly know
about “used to be.” ;-)

We've included a few notes about access, and hope that this will provide a useful
record and tool.
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