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Sample of Recent Sidewalk and Trail Projects 
 

                      
Milford Street Sidewalk, 2014 

 

                       
Potanipo Rail Trail at Stickney Brook, 2014 

 

   



 

3 | P a g e 
 

Executive Summary ....................................................................................................................................... 4 

Purpose ......................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Background ................................................................................................................................................... 7 

2009 Sidewalk and Trail Connection Plan ................................................................................................. 7 

Historical Grant & Funding Information ................................................................................................... 8 

Historical Sidewalk & Trail Construction ................................................................................................... 9 

Historical Sidewalk Maintenance/Ongoing Costs ..................................................................................... 9 

Sidewalk and Trail Network Development ................................................................................................. 11 

Current map ............................................................................................................................................ 11 

Future Projects ........................................................................................................................................ 12 

1. Pedestrian Bridge on Mason Rd over Nissitissit River (near town beach/Lake Potanipo) ............. 12 

2. Sidewalk on South Main Street from Route 130 to New Rail Trail ................................................. 12 

3. Sidewalk on Mason Road from Bridge (near Lake Potanipo) to Cleveland Hill Road ..................... 12 

4. Sidewalk on Quimby Road from Route 13 to Connect Rail Trail North of Camp Tevya Gate ......... 13 

5. Connect Trail between Route 13 Sunoco Station and Lake Potanipo (covered bridge) ................. 13 

6. Connect Current Rail Trail at Bohanon Bridge Road and Potanipo Rail Trail (off Oak Hill Road) ... 14 

7. Sidewalk on Route 130 from Bohanon Bridge Road to Kecy Road ................................................. 14 

8. Sidewalk Extension along Old Milford Road (from Rocky Pond Road Northward) ........................ 15 

9. Bohanon Bridge Road Sidewalk ...................................................................................................... 15 

10. Trail from Rail Trail to Oak Hill Road (near Stickney Brook) ....................................................... 15 

11. Sidewalk on Route 130 from Existing Sidewalk (Bohanon Bridge/Kecy Rd) to Hollis Border ..... 16 

Future map .............................................................................................................................................. 17 

Input Collection ........................................................................................................................................... 18 

Public Forum ........................................................................................................................................... 18 

Online Survey .......................................................................................................................................... 18 

Emergency Departments ........................................................................................................................ 22 

Ratings of Future Projects ........................................................................................................................... 23 

Recommendations ...................................................................................................................................... 24 

Appendix ..................................................................................................................................................... 27 

Public Survey Comments ........................................................................................................................ 27 

 

  



 

4 | P a g e 
 

Executive Summary 
In mid-2016, the Selectboard chartered an eight-member group with updating the 2009 Sidewalk and 

¢Ǌŀƛƭ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ had been achieved. 

The development of an updated Plan focused on: 

¶ Developing a list of future sidewalks and trails 

¶ Soliciting public input on future sidewalk/trail expansion and prioritization 

¶ Researching ongoing maintenance and construction costs 

¶ Prioritizing the future projects 

¶ Providing a comprehensive Plan that can aid in securing future grant funding 

Initial List of Projects 

The Group developed an initial list of eight desired projects.  Each project was based on addressing 

ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƻƻƪƭƛƴŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ 

Public Input 

Two forms of public input were collected as part of updating the Plan and prioritizing the projects: 

¶ Survey (via Survey Monkey) ς 293 responses were received (both online and via hand-

submission) 

o 79% in favor of adding new sidewalks/trails 

o Respondents prioritized the future projects 

¶ Public Input Session ς 14 residents attended 

o Attendees provided input on the potential projects as well as concerns and suggestions; 

three additional projects were identified 

Research 

The following items were researched: 

¶ Winter maintenance costs for existing sidewalks: Average about $11,500 per winter (about 

$3,300/mile) 

¶ Estimated costs and frequency for resurfacing existing sidewalks: Expected to be every 20 

years at a cost of about $6,500 per 1,000 feet in 2016 dollars 

¶ Estimated costs for each potential project: Based on estimated price per foot for sidewalks to 

be constructed in the spring of 2017 

¶ Population and traffic count data: Daily traffic has increased from 26% to 78% over 15- and 20-

year periods on sample roads 
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Recommended Future Projects 

The following projects are recommended and prioritized into three categories (the numbers preceding 

the project titles refer to the project reference number only and are not associated with any rankings).: 

Near-term: 

¶ #1. Pedestrian bridge on Mason Road over the Nissitissit River (near town beach) 

¶ #2. Sidewalk on South Main Street from Route 130 to the new rail trail 

¶ #5. Connecting trail between Route 13 Sunoco station and Lake Potanipo (covered bridge) 

¶ #7. Sidewalk on Route 130 from Bohanon Bridge Road to Kecy Road 

Mid-term: 

¶ #3. Sidewalk on Mason Road from the bridge (near Lake Potanipo town beach) to Cleveland 

Hill Road 

¶ #6. Connect current rail trail at Bohanon Bridge Road to Potanipo Rail Trail (off Oak Hill 

Road) 

¶ #8. Sidewalk extension along Old Milford Road (from Rocky Pond Road Northward) 

¶ #9. Sidewalk on Bohanon Bridge Road 

Longer-term: 

¶ #4. Sidewalk along Quimby Road from Route 13 to connect rail trail north of Camp Tevya 

¶ #10. Trail from Oak Hill Road to Potanipo Rail Trail (near Stickney Brook) 

¶ #11. Sidewalk extension on Route 130 from existing sidewalk (Bohanon Bridge/Kecy Rd) to 

Hollis-Brookline border 

 

Other Recommendations 

¶ The Selectboard, Planning Board, and Conservation Commission should coordinate efforts in 

pursuing the prioritized projects, including grant opportunities 

¶ Form a Trails Group comprised of representatives of each type of trail user to assist the 

Conservation Commission in maintaining the network of trails 

¶ Consider use of non-asphalt sidewalk surfaces such as cinder or bark mulch for lower costs and a 

ƳƻǊŜ άǊǳǎǘƛŎέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ like some other communities 

¶ Continue to pursue grant funding  

¶ Re-evaluate the Plan in 7-10 years 
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Purpose  

Group 

The Brookline Selectboard appointed and chartered the authors of this report to update the 2009 

Sidewalk and Trail Connection Plan given most of it had been completed.  The Group was comprised of: 

 Jordan Bailey, Conservation Commission 

 Jay Kramarczyk, Resident-at-Large 

 /ƘŜǊȅƭ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ-at-Large 

 Ron Pelletier, Planning Board 

 Tad Putney, Town Administrator 

 Tom Rogers, Conservation Commission 

Alan Rosenberg, Planning Board 

 Roy Wallen, Resident-at-Large 

The Group met seven times from July through December 2016.  It focused on gathering information and 

input from the townspeople, studying past sidewalk and trail development, evaluating the needs and 

desires of the town, and prioritizing ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ǊƻƻƪƭƛƴŜΩǎ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΦ  In addition, 

an initial assessment by the Group served as the basis for a Transportation Alternative Program grant 

application in September 2016. 

Report 

In addition to updating the 2009 Plan, this report includes: 

¶ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ .ǊƻƻƪƭƛƴŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ. 

¶ History of spending on new sidewalks, including grants. 

¶ Research of annual maintenance costs of the sidewalks. 

¶ Substantial public input regarding adding more sidewalks and trails. Between surveys and a 

public input session, about 80% of the citizens are in favor of continuing to extend the sidewalk 

and trail network. 

Both the 2009 and 2017 Plans share the long-term objectives of:  

¶ Improving the safety of pedestrians and young children who bike on sidewalks. 

¶ Allowing pedestrians to more easily explore our town and forests without the use of motorized 

vehicles. 

¶ Improving the safety of vehicles traveling on our increasingly busy roads by removing 

pedestrians and some bicyclists from the roads. 

¶ Increasing the use of the miles of existing hiking trails and rail trail. 

The coordination of efforts by the Selectboard, Planning Board, and the Conservation Commission will 

be vital to realizing these goals. 
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Background 
From 1990 through 2016 Brookline more than doubled in population1: 

Year Population Cumulative Growth % 

1990 2,410 --- 

2000 4,181 +73% 

2010 4,991 +107% 

2015 (Estimated) 5,168 +114% 

  

With this population growth, the Town has experienced a significant increase in average daily traffic2: 

 Average Daily Traffic Count  

Street # of Vehicles (Year) # of Vehicles (Year) % Increase 

Old Milford Road 1,061 (1995) 1,809 (2014) +70% 

Mason Road 2,407 (1995) 3,324 (2015) +38% 

Bohanon Bridge Road 375 (1999) 667 (2014) +78% 

South Main Street 2,568 (1999) 3,248 (2014) +26% 

 

2009 Sidewalk and Trail Connection Plan 
The sidewalk projects identified in the 2009 Plan were: 

Project Description Status 

A RMMS to the Post Office/Safety Complex at Route 13 Built in 2010 and 2014 

B Main Street from Elm Street to South Main Street Built in 2013 

C Mason Road from Lake Potanipo to Cleveland Hill 
Road 

Not completed; moved to current 
plan.  Grant awarded in Jan. 2017 
for a pedestrian bridge across the 
Nissitissit (requires 20% Town 
match).  Remainder of sidewalk 
remains in new Plan for completion. 

D South Main Street from Route 130 to Rail Trail Grant awarded in Jan. 2017 
(requires 20% Town match). 

E Old Milford Road to Rocky Pond Road To be built - spring 2017 

F Pepperell Road to Bohanon Bridge Road To be built - spring 2017 

 

                                                           

1 US Census Data and NH Office of Energy & Planning for 2015 Estimate 
2 NRPC Traffic counts 
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Historical Grant & Funding Information 
From 1990-2008 all sidewalk construction in the town center was funded solely by Brookline taxpayers 

with modest portions constructed annually.  By 2008, our sidewalks totaled about 12,000 feet: 

Year Town Taxpayer Funding Year Town Taxpayer Funding 

1990 $7,500 2000 $15,000 

1991 $7,500 2001 $15,000 

1992 $7,500 2002 $15,000 

1993 $7,500 2003 $15,000 

1994 $7,500 2004 $15,000 

1995 $7,500 2005 $15,000 

1996 $7,500 2006 $20,000 

1997 $7,500 2007 $20,000 

1998 $7,500 2008 $34,171 

1999 $10,000 Total: $236,671 

 

From 2009-2017 Brookline focused on multiple grant programs to fund construction of more substantial 

sections of new sidewalk.  During the nine years from 2009-2017, Brookline secured funding to more 

than double its sidewalk network at a cost to town taxpayers of about $370,000.  Grant funding totaled 

almost $1.5 million.  The following details when funding was secured; actual construction occurred 2-3 

years later: 

Year Town Portion Federal Portion Sidewalk Length and Location 

2009 $25,000 $104,533 1,500 feet ς Milford St. and Townsend Hill Rd. 

2010 $89,400 $357,600 4,800 feet ς Milford St. and Main St. 

2011-12 $0 $0  

2013 $25,0003 $0  

2014 $0 $0  

2015 $110,000 $440,000 5,500 feet ς Old Milford Rd and Route 130 

2016 $0 $0  

2017 $145,0004 $580,000 2,200 feet ς S. Main St & two ped. bridges 

Totals: $369,400 $1,482,133 14,000 feet 

3 Appropriated at town meeting, but not ǎǇŜƴǘΦ  bƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ άǘƻǘŀƭǎΦέ 
4 To be voted on at March 2017 Town Meeting. 
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Historical Sidewalk & Trail Construction 
Sidewalks 

In 2010, using a 100% federally-funded Safe Routes to School Grant, the Town built approximately 1,500 

feet of sidewalks in front of both elementary schools (1,300 feet at Richard Maghakian Memorial School 

and 200 feet at Captain Samuel Douglass Academy). 

In 2013, the sidewalk from the town center was extended approximately 2,100 feet along Main Street 

(Route 130) to the intersection with South Main Street.  

In 2014, the sidewalk on Milford Street was extended approximately 2,700 feet from Austin Road to the 

Safety Complex. The 2013 and 2014 projects were both funded by a Transportation Enhancement Grant 

that covered 80% of the project cost, with 20% being covered by Brookline taxpayers. 

In 2015, the Town received a Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant through the NH 

Department of Transportation. This grant covered 80% of the cost to build a sidewalk along Pepperell 

Road (Route 130) from Main Street (existing sidewalk end) to Bohanon Bridge Road (Cider Mill Trail 

Head). The grant also funded a sidewalk along Old Milford Road from Steam Mill Hill Road (existing 

sidewalk end) to Rocky Pond Road. The total length of these sidewalks is 5,500 feet or just over 1 mile. 

These sidewalks will be built in the spring of 2017. 

In 2016, the Town applied for another TAP grant to fund a 2,200-foot sidewalk down South Main Street 

to the Potanipo Rail Trail (including a pedestrian bridge) and a pedestrian bridge across the Nissitissit 

River on Mason Road. In January 2017, the Town was awarded the grant pending approval at the March 

нлмт ǘƻǿƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƳŀǘŎƘΦ  If approved, the grant will fund 80% of the project 

costs and Brookline taxpayers would fund the remaining 20%. 

As of mid-2017 the Town will have about 24,000 feet or 4.5 miles of sidewalks.  The January 2017 grant 

would add another 2,200 feet of sidewalk for a total of about 5 miles by 2019. 

Trails 

In recent years, several trails have been upgraded or constructed with 100% funded grants: 

In 2010, a large culvert and bridge were replaced along the Potanipo Rail Trail in the southeast corner of 

Brookline, which had both been washed out by recent flooding.  This re-established over 2,000 feet of 

trail. 

In 2013, almost 1,000 feet of rail trail just north of Scabbard Mill Brook Road was rehabilitated, including 

the construction of a pedestrian bridge. 

In 2014, over 3,000 feet of rail trail was created between South Main Street and Bohanon Bridge Road, 

including the construction of a bridge over Stickney Brook. 

  

Historical Sidewalk Maintenance/Ongoing Costs 
During the winters of 2014/15 (heavy snow) and 2015/16 (mild), the Town had a total of 3.5 miles of 

sidewalks.  Research of sidewalk snow removal costs for these two winters was viewed as providing 

high- and low-ŜƴŘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ άŀǾŜǊŀƎŜέ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ   

Sidewalk winter maintenance costs for these two winters were: 

¶ Winter 2014/15: $18,977 

¶ Winter 2015/16:  $ 4,356 



 

10 | P a g e 
 

¶ Average: $11,500 for 3.5 miles of sidewalk 

Estimated average winter maintenance costs are $3,300 per mile.  Once the newest sidewalks are added 

in the spring of 2017, the 4.5 miles of sidewalks can be expected to cost an average of $12,000-$16,000 

per year for winter maintenance. 

The cost of resurfacing is approximately $6,500 for every 1,000 feet of sidewalk in 2016 dollars.  This is 

based on an assumed (2016) cost of $15 per square yard for asphalt; about 425 square yards is needed 

for a 1 ½ inch thickness over 1,000 feet.  For asphalt sidewalks the estimated resurfacing interval is 

approximately 20 years. 

The addition and maintenance of trails is primarily a volunteer effort.  Some 100% grant-funded 

programs are available and have been used in the past for significant trail rehabilitation projects.  Trail 

maintenance and any new trails are overseen by the Conservation Commission. 
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Sidewalk and Trail Network Development 

Current map 
The current network of sidewalks and trails, as of the publication of this report, is shown below: 

 


































