
                                                                                                                                                

Minutes of the Board of Library Trustees – April 4, 2006 – 7 PM 
Brookline, NH 

 
 

Present:  Eleanor Amidon      Jodi Tochko Guests:  Louise Price     
               Russell Heinselman       Betsy Solon 
               Loring Webster       Tom Solon 
               Helen Ballou       Pat Fickett 
          Mark Flater 
          Ann Somers 
 
Minutes 
     Upon motion by Russ, seconded by Loring, it was moved, to accept the minutes of the 
Board of Library Trustees’ meeting of February 24, 2006.  Motion passed. 
     Upon motion by Russ, seconded by Helen, it was moved, to accept the minutes of the  
Board of Library Trustees’ meeting of February 28, 2006.  Motion passed. 
Treasurer’s Report 
 For the period ending March 31, 2006, the Treasurer’s Report showed a balance of 
$42,573.27.  The report was accepted. 

Old Business 

Health Insurance  - Jodi’s enrollment in the insurance program, which was voted in at 
Town Meeting, is still on track. 
Staff Hours – Upon motion by Russ, seconded by Loring, it was moved, to continue the 
extended staff hours as stated in the 2006 budget.  Motion passed. 
Water Testing – In March of 2006, Geoff Couris, of Skillings and Sons, Hollis, NH, 
offered a broad testing of the Library’s water (an approximate $150.00 value) for free.  
The Selectmen accepted the offer.  The results will be publicly posted.  Jodi reported that 
Geoff installed a carbon filter.  He also suggested locking the janitor’s closet where the 
water filtration system is located.  Jodi will have a lock installed, keyed to the rest of the 
building.  It was noted that Geoff recommended having this test done every 3-5 years or 
if there is a noticeable change.  The Library is currently at the 3 year mark for this type of 
test.  The water is tested annually by request of the Library Trustees. 
Ducts – An inquiry was made as to the progress of the duct cleaning.  The date has not 
yet been set.  It is being coordinated with the duct cleaning of the other town buildings. 

New Business 

Election – The Board elections were held and the offices are as follows: 
Chairman: Eleanor Amidon   
Treasurer: Russell Heinselman 
Secretary: Helen Ballou 
Joint Loss Management (Safety) Committee – It was noted that it would be beneficial for 
a Library representative to attend these meetings.  Jodi agreed to go. 
Facilities Meeting – There will be a Facilities Committee meeting on April 13 at the 
Town Hall.  Loring and Jodi will attend.  
E-Mail Meetings – After discussion, the Board has agreed that they will not have any 
meetings via the internet or by telephone. 
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Alternate Trustees – The Library Trustees can recommend to the Board of Selectmen up 
to three names as alternate trustees (section 202-A:10) .  Upon approval by the 
Selectmen, the alternate trustees can attend library board meetings and if necessary, can 
step in and take the place of a missing trustee for a specific case or for the whole meeting.  
It is a one year appointment. 
Televised Meetings – An offer was made to tape and televise the Library Trustee 
meetings.  Loring will gather more information concerning its feasibility. 
Carpet Cleaning – Following a diaper mishap and the subsequent professional cleaning, 
an estimate was offered by Fibercare for the cleaning of all of the Library’s carpets for 
under $400.00.  Jodi will make more inquiries. 
Spring NHLTA Meeting – Loring  would like to attend the spring NHLTA meeting.  He 
will be reimbursed for the cost of the seminar(s).  He also recommended the book, 
Countdown to a New Library. 
Open House/Wish List Events – A suggestion was made to have a “Meet the Trustees 
Open House”.  It led to a lengthy discussion which included the responsibilities of the 
Facilities Committee and the Trustees, the possibility of a joint Facilities/Trustees 
meeting, wish list events at the Library and other ways to find out what our community 
wants in a library. 
Book Shelves – Russ asked about the status of the bookshelves that were ordered.  Jodi 
reported that they are not in yet. 
 
Non-public Session  
     Upon motion by Woofie, seconded by Russ, it was moved to close the public session 
and hold a non-public session (91-A:3 II (c).  Motion passed. 
     Upon motion by Russ, seconded by Woofie, it was moved to seal the minutes of the 
non-public session.  Motion passed. 
 
The next regular meeting will be held May 2, 2006 at 7 pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Helen J. Ballou  
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